Sunday


Today was another lovely late start, and again we had no idea what we were going to do! At breakfast though, it soon became clear that the final and semi-final of the debating tournament was to go ahead with us involved. We were reluctant to do it; after 3 debates we were debated out! 


However, two brave teams; The Best Team (Hon Sang, Charlie and Mary) and Wizzy Wymondhamers (Lee, Gabriel, and Esther) took part which took up most of the morning. It was exciting to watch, as Wizzy Wymondhamers were debating ‘Pretty people have an easier life’ and The Best Team were debating ‘Are boarding schools beneficial to education and the society?’ 


We watched the Best Team debate, which was very interesting, as it was the final of the competition, was against a team with a member of the National Debating team and we could relate to it. Unfortunately, the debaters on our side had a hard job, as they were against boarding school, yet they go to one. Both teams came up with very good arguments, and although the Wymondhamers got picked on slightly as they go to a boarding school, the final result was very close. Unfortunately the opposing team won (‘Paka’), which was a shame as a large box of chocolates and a trophy was on hand. The other Wymondham team also lost unfortunately, but there was very good sportsmanship shown by both teams. 


After a bit of relaxation and some lunch, we hopped on a bus to be taken to the local bowling alley. This was great fun, our Czech classmates were good, and a couple of us weren’t too bad either. We were all very grateful to Open Gate as they bought us all drinks, and took us there. 


Later, a couple of us raced to Tesco, and stocked up, before going back to Open Gate where we had a quick tea. The evening looked packed for many of us, as we had planned to go on a cycle ride. 


This turned out to be a rather long cycle ride, however still very enjoyable. An Open Gate member of staff kindly took us out on the 13km ride to a pub, which, with only a couple of falls in ditches, we managed pretty well. The pub was really nice, and it was great to taste some proper Czech food, including a raw beef dish which was, to many of our surprises, very nice (‘tastes like a MacDonald’s burger’ says Alice and Esther compares the dish to salad)! The food had to be finished quickly, as it was getting dark and we still had to cycle all the way back. Despite a bit of drizzle we made it back in time, very muddy but very happy. 

Monday 

Today was an early start again, as breakfast was at 7:30am for our trip to Kutna Hora (a town 70km from Prague).  There was a mad rush after breakfast as we forgot there was an assembly at 8 o’clock and we still had to brush our teeth! 

During the whole school assembly, there was a presentation delivered to us about Space by the equivalent of our year 10s. The presentation was funny with some confident speakers.  Afterwards we rushed to the bus to start our 40 minute journey to the grammar school that was hosting the visit to Kutna Hora.      

 After having another presentation this time about the school and Kutna Hora, we went to a church that had displays made out of human bones!  The monk who built this amazing, yet horrible place was blind.  

Now back to the school for lunch, spaghetti bolognaise followed by ice-cream and wafers.  Then a short walk to the centre of the town.                                                                               
