A-Level APPLIED INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

	Awarding Body
	EdExcel

	Coursework/Examination Requirements
	AS: 2 Coursework, 1 Exam
A2: 2 Coursework, 1 Exam

	The college expects students taking this course to have
	Good working knowledge of generic software packages.

If studied GCSE ICT, a minimum of a C is required.
Maths and English Minimum grade C


About the course

This A-Level follows the new ‘Applied’ model which means an emphasis on portfolio (coursework) assessment rather than traditional examinations. The exams you do sit will be computer-based assessments rather than pen-and-paper. 

If you think that you may want to pursue an ICT-related subject at University then the A2 course is particularly useful – it will give you a good grounding in many of the key areas you’ll need to study at degree level including the management of ICT projects. If your main interests perhaps lie in areas other than ICT but you still enjoy using computers then you may want to consider it as a fourth AS-Level to be taken in Year 12 only. Competence in ICT is essential in almost every walk of life and an AS qualification in the subject will prove your ability to universities and employers. It therefore makes an excellent choice alongside any other combination of subjects and has the added bonus of reducing the number of examinations that you will need to sit in the summer.
The Units

AS Unit 1 –The Information Age – Coursework - An investigation into the Information Age in which we live.  
AS Unit 2 – The Digital Economy – Coursework – An investigation into transactional websites and creating a database.

AS Unit 3 - The Knowledge Worker – Exam – Problem solving using spreadsheet models.

A2 Unit 7 – Using Database Software – Exam – Design, implement and test a relational database system. 

A2 Unit 8 – Managing ICT Projects – Coursework – Here you will show every part of the project management required to undertake unit 11.
A2 Unit 11 – Using Spreadsheet Software – Coursework – You will design and create a spreadsheet model to solve a complex problem.
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