Law AS and A level

Why study Law?

In Professor Glanville Williams' words "Law is the cement of society and also an essential medium of change. A knowledge of law increases one's understanding of public affairs. Its study promotes accuracy of expression, facility in argument and skill in intrepreting the written word, as well as some understanding of social values". 

The law is rarely out of the news and continually stimulates controversy and debate. While lawyers and politicians celebrate the virtues of the rule of law, reformers lament its shortcomings, and the ordinary man or woman in the street may question whether the operation of the law provides justice. For example, there is a continuing public, and therefore media, concern with sentencing practice. There is little doubt that the law plays a central role in our political, social, moral and economic life.

We all come into contact with the law on an everyday basis. Studying the law will enable people to make informed decisions about their rights and responsibilities as citizens, consumers, employees and employers. The legal system and the rules of law themselves are used to resolve disputes in an orderly way. Some people who study this rigorous and academic subject will eventually practise as solicitors or barristers. Others will work in a range of businesses and the professions where a background in law is recognised as providing excellent organsiational and reasoning skills.

Awarding body: AQA

AS Units (year 1)

Unit 1: Law Making and the Legal System.
Section A: The influence of Parliament and the Judiciary upon law making and the development of case law.

Section B: The role of the courts in settling disputes between individuals, the individual and the State, and the legal and lay personnel involved, such as judges, barristers and solicitors, and magistrates and jurors.

Unit 2: The Concept of Liability.

An introduction to criminal law (non fatal offences against the person), the criminal courts, criminal procedure and sentencing. Also an introduction to civil law (the tort of negligence), the civil courts, the civil process and remedies available in civil law. 
A2 units (year 2)

Unit 3: Criminal Law.

Murder, manslaughter, non fatal offences against the person, and general defences.

Unit 4: Tort plus the Concepts of Law.

Tort: negligence, occupiers' liability, nuisance and escape of dangerous things, vicarious liability, defences, and remedies.

Concepts of Law: the philosophy of the law including the distinction between law and morality, the meaning of 'justice', the balancing of conflicting interests, 'fault' in law, and judicial creativity.
Entry Requirements

GCSE English grade C or above.
Course Combinations

Although Law can be taken with any number of subjects, Government and Politics, Sociology, History, Economics and Psychology are especially complementary.
Method of Assessment

There are 4 examinations - 2 at AS and 2 at A2 level with papers consisting of essays and problem solving questions.
There is no coursework in this subject.

Resources

Students will be provided with relevant textbooks at each stage of the course. 

A copy of the A Level Law Review, a specialist journal for A level law students, is kept in the library for reference purposes. However, students are encouraged to subscribe individually at a reduced rate via the department.

The College subscribes to e-lawstudent.com a website specifically designed to meet the needs of A level Law students. Students are also expected to use relevant external  websites.

Progression

Most students progress to higher education where they study a range of subjects including Law, Criminology, Politics, History, and Economics. Former A level Law students are to be found as solicitors, barristers, legal executives, legal secretaries, civil servants, and police officers as well as many other porfessions.
